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Rozzelkhoznadzor would like to propose

temporary procedures for the period immediately
following Russian accession WTQ
L ‘ o - Ta the attention of:
Heads of SPS-Competent authorities of the
third countries,

Staff of the embassies of the Russian
Federation in foreign countriss,

Staff of embassies of foraign countries in

) Russia,
Farticipants of foreign trade

Dear Ladies snd Genllemen, dear
colleagues

Given that as of August 22, 2012, Russia will be 8 Member of the Warld
Trade Qrganzstion (WTQ), and consequently, the amendments to the Customs
Union's (CU} legislation will enter into force, Rezsikhoznadzor would like to
propose temporary procedures for the period iremediately foilowing Russlan
accession. We request that these procedures be considered by the other WTO
Members and their respective sanitary and phytosanttary (SPS} authorities.

Pursuant to he Regulation on the Unified Procedure of Jolnt Inspections of
Facilites and Sampling of Goods Subject to Vesterinary Confrol, which was
adopted by the CU Commission in Decision No, 834 an October 18, 2011, the key
principle used by the CL) in arder t6 ensure impon safety following Russia's
accessitn into the WTO, wilf be through audits of the afficial foreign surveillance
system.

However, none of the countries have yet been subject to such audits.
Conseguently, because of this technical issue, in the nearest future no third
country producers of controlled goods will be able to get access to the CU market
an the basis of a successful audh.

Currently, in most eases, third country producers can only imper into Russia
once their facility has been officially approved by Rozzelkhemadzor and added ta
Russia's Register of Establishments.

During WTQ negoligtions Russia and the other WTO Members agreed that
our Ragister will be considered a vaterinary measure and deemed consistent with
WTQ rules and regulations.

Furtharmors, representatives from the European Union {EU) and the United
States, as well as the remaining WTO Members, agreed that this pravision will be
applied to alt goods considered to have high or nwedium import risk.

Russia was not able ta reach the same agreement regarding for ali goods
with low import risk.

5¢, at the request of the EU and the United States, wa repeaied the
registration requirement for iow risk gooda praducing facllities, thereby, eiiminating
the basis for continued trade once Russia joins the WTO.

A3z mentioned previausly, no third country has undergons g successful audi,
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This has resulted in a number of thirg Country producers losing their access to the
CU market. These producers have yelta acguire another way of regaining thelr
ability to import into the CU.

Therefore, we propose to Implement temporary pracedures that will alm to
mitigate this siluation,

These procedures wil be in place until most of our trading partners are
audited. We and our foreign colleagues understand that this is a long process,

Additionally, the initial period tollowing accession is further complicated by the
fact that Reaselhozmadzor cannet audit all of our trading partners at once due to
limited human and financial rescurces. We understand that this may create a wait
ist of countries spplying for an audit, and thus, further prolang this whole process,

When developing these temporary procedures, we consldered the fact that
Russian WTO accession should promote international trade and not hinder it.
These procedures should be explicit and should be understood by all parties that
will need to implemant them.

These temporary procedures are based on the following:

We understand that establishments that were previously allowed to import
into Russla should nat lose their right just because the abovementioned provisions
have comme Into effect, : '

Decision 834 states that thirg countries can apply to CU authorities to;

* Request that its various sectors be officially audited:;

* Requestto be the granted the right {requaest confirmatlon of the
previously granted right} to guarantae that these establishments
meet the CU requirements for inclusion in the Register of
establishrments an the basis of such guarantess; and

» Camy out a joint inspection of thelr specific individual
establishments in crder to include them in the based on the results
of the inapection,

We understand that no third country can be denied an application for an
official audit.

However, third countries need to understand that nict all audits can be catried
out during the time period requested by the third country. This is aspecially true if
Rossethoznadzor has a backiog of gudits that it myst pracess,

We understand that & thirg country's request for an audit can be
simultaneously presented with their request to act ag guarantor,

We understand that any third country Is free to choose different procedures to
granf access to the Russian market in regards to different production sectars.

Third countrigs shauld understand that the CU can reject a third country
reguest to make an inspection of individual tacilities If this country requests thet
numarous establishments be inspecied. This is especially true if the CU deama
that it does not have enough Muman and financial resources to conduct ali the
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inspections.

Third countries should understang that the CU can reject a raquest from a
third country to be granted the right te sct as guarantor if past exparienca shows
that that third coutry's Competent authority was unable to successfully guarantee
that its establishments or goods that they produced met cu requiréments.

We and the third countres should understand that in some circumstances the
same individual establishment can simultaneously Produca goods that praducer
need to be registered and goods that producsr do not need o be registered. _
Therefore, different procedures for granting access can be ysed in reference lo
one and the same establishment. It means that differam mechanigms of granting
ACCess can be used in reference to one and the same establishment,

The praposed procedures will differ slightty for third country
establishments depending on which group these sstablishments
sion )

« Group 1: Establishmerits that Were previously aliowed to axport
certain controlled goods into Russia using the Register as a
veterinary messure, and (In aceordanee with Decision 834) will
continue to use this measure once Russia joins the WTOQ,

+ Group 2: Establishments that were previously allowed 1o axport
centain controlled goods into Russia using the Register as a
velerinary measure and (in accordance with Decisian 834) will no
tonger nesd to be registerss ance Russia joing the WTO, _

The procedures proposed are following:

1. Althird country should make a proposal as to what method
of granting market access should be used for a specific group of
controlied goods in reference 10 the given production sector,

2, f a third country requests to carry out an audit for a sector
where are establiishments from Groups 1 or 2, the current system
for granting accass will remain until the inspectian is camplele. All
establishments present in the Register as of August 21, 2012 wil
remain registered,

Establishments from Group 1 will continue 1o be
included in the Register upan successhul audit,
Establishments from Group 2 will no longer te
included in the Register upon a successful audit.

3. ¥ a third country does not wish to be audited by the CU and
sither

requests tha right 1o
act as a guarantor for
its awn
establishments from
Groups 1 and 2;

or
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does not request to
be guarantor but
requests to conduct
join inspections of its
establishments,

and if the CU competant authorities agres to thesa
provisions,

it means that the third country and
CU competent authorities are agree
1o use the Ragister ag a veterinary
measure for establishments from
Groups 1 and/or 2 (even though this
is nat mandatory).

if the GU competent authorities do not agree o
these provigions,

then that third country will need to
decide between two cther
atternatives and will havs to inform
us of their cheics.

in any case, all estatlishments presant in the Register as of
August 21, 2012, wili not be removed uniil the procedures for
granting access are cormplete.

We are ready to discuss thase procadures and provide further explanation if
necessary using elecironic or regular mail,

Best regards N. Viasov

Aug 19, 2012
Categorys: Veterinary , Impert, Export. Transit

[s 8/13/2012 4:27 PM

TOTAL F.@n



